
Development Proposal  
 
While the initial plans for the area were to build a driving range to support the golf course, we 
would now like to keep the area more natural and less disturbed and build a Nordic spa within 
the hills. The smaller development would help preserve the natural rugged beauty of the 
landscape. The plan is to make the area assessable to visitors and guests and yet to completely 
avoid and protect sensitive environmental areas. Boardwalks will be created to travel around 
and within the spa.  
 
The pools and steam rooms will be within a two-acre area and the main goal is to integrate 
them with nature for a holistic and natural spa experience. Electric carts will bring guests to the 
spa area and no additional roads for vehicles will be added. The goal is to maintain the natural 
beauty and to not disturb any of the sensitive areas identified on the environmental report.  
 
The architecture of the spa will be minimalist and natural. The sloping roofs of the current 
buildings at The Rise will be continued and the spa buildings will seek to fit into the existing 
landscape and appear completely embedded. All transportation to the spa will be done on foot 
or by electric cart.  
 
Our goal is to offer a wellness area for residents of Vernon and visitors to the Okanagan that 
will offer them the extraordinary views and magnificent natural landscape and will enhance 
their sense of wellbeing as they engage with our spa and massage therapists. Instead of clearing 
trees and changing the slope to suit a driving range, we fell that a more embedded and natural 
plan for a spa will better enhance the beauty and services at The Rise.  
 
After consulting with the environmental company Sage, we have identified areas that are 
sensitive and will avoid and protect those areas. As you can witness with the golf course, we 
not only protected sensitive areas but enhanced areas that had been neglected. A former dead 
lake is now a thriving living waterbed full or ducks, fish, and turtles. It is our goal to enhance 
this area so that guests may walk around and visit the spa while experiencing the beauty of the 
area without causing any harm. We will also have parking for bicycles in our car free spa area.  
 
As Vernon seeks to enhance tourism as well as wellness for residents and guests, this 
development will provide both. The Rise would like to expand to attract guests who value and 
respect the outdoors and their health and are seeking positive ways to engage with nature and 
the beautiful Okanagan area. It is our belief that we will make this area a more welcoming spot 
not only for guests but also for the many wild birds and animals that currently live among us at 
The Rise.  
 
Rationale for Site Selection 
 
We selected this location for the Nordic spa based on careful consideration of environmental, 
aesthetic, and community values, prioritizing preservation and enhancement of the natural 
landscape over more intensive development options. Below are the key reasons for this choice: 
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1. Minimal Environmental Impact 
o The selected area is naturally suited to a Nordic spa due to its rugged terrain and 

existing vegetation, which lend themselves to a tranquil, immersive nature 
experience. Unlike other areas on the property, this site requires minimal 
clearing or alteration, preserving the ecological integrity of the landscape. 

o By avoiding construction in sensitive zones identified in the environmental 
report, we are actively protecting habitats for local flora and fauna. 

2. Commitment to Sustainability 
o Original plans to construct a driving range in this area would have required 

significant clearing, leveling, and reshaping of the land, which we have opted to 
avoid in favor of a smaller-scale, nature-integrated project. 

o Boardwalks and pathways will be designed to allow visitors to explore the spa 
and surrounding areas without impacting sensitive groundcover or wildlife 
corridors. 

3. Holistic Integration with Nature 
o The spa’s pools and steam rooms will be confined to a compact two-acre area, 

ensuring the development harmonizes with its surroundings rather than 
dominating them. 

o The architectural design will blend seamlessly with the landscape, using natural 
materials and sloping roofs to create an embedded, non-intrusive appearance. 

4. Transportation and Access 
o The project avoids the need for additional vehicle infrastructure by exclusively 

utilizing electric carts for transportation to and from the spa area. This reduces 
emissions and preserves the tranquil environment. Bicycle parking will also be 
available to support sustainable transit options. 

5. Enhancement of Visitor Experience 
o The location offers unparalleled views of the Okanagan Valley, ensuring visitors 

can fully appreciate the natural beauty of Vernon while engaging in wellness 
activities. 

o By choosing this site, we create a unique wellness offering that appeals to 
residents and tourists, aligning with Vernon’s goals to enhance both tourism and 
community wellbeing. 

6. Commitment to Environmental Stewardship 
o The Rise has a proven history of rehabilitating neglected areas. For example, the 

transformation of a “dead lake” into a thriving aquatic habitat demonstrates our 
commitment to improving ecological health. 

o This project will follow similar principles, ensuring that any development 
enhances, rather than detracts from, the environment. 

7. Strategic Alignment with Vernon’s Vision 
o This spa supports Vernon’s objectives to promote sustainable tourism, attract 

wellness-focused visitors, and enhance recreational opportunities for residents. 
o By creating a car-free, eco-friendly wellness retreat, we align with regional goals 

to showcase the Okanagan as a destination that values health, nature, and 
sustainability. 



 
Conclusion 
Our proposed Nordic spa prioritizes the preservation of the area’s natural beauty while 
providing an exceptional amenity for residents and visitors. It demonstrates our commitment to 
sustainable development, environmental stewardship, and the wellbeing of both people and 
wildlife. By selecting this location, we can offer a unique, immersive experience that 
complements the vision of The Rise and supports the broader goals of Vernon as a community. 
 
 
Communication Plan 
 
Our goal is to be open and transparent with the community and the city as we move forward 
with our exciting plans for The Rise. While we believe that the spa would add much value and a 
wellness experience for locals and tourists alike, we want to ensure that all questions and 
queries are answered immediately. Here are steps we will take to ensure great communication 
during development: 
 

 Work closely with the city to follow protocol for communications, open houses and 
engagement 

 Create a website that provides the information and updates on a regular basis 

 Be available for conversations with concerned or curious parties if they would like a 
personalized response to questions 

 Respond to serious concerns with action plans to help mitigate those concerns or issues 

 Create a local strategy that ensures that locals feel welcome and included at the resort. 
We will have special pricing and offers available for Vernon residents.  

 
Footage of the area 
 
https://therisegolf-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/chad_therisegolf_ca/EeubbnL5CZtPk-
tXN2slYkYBRipsU1Ys-G5N1ZbtomJoSA?e=JdXcUr 
 
Possible layout (however this will be updated to include the latest environmental report) 
 

https://therisegolf-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/chad_therisegolf_ca/EeubbnL5CZtPk-tXN2slYkYBRipsU1Ys-G5N1ZbtomJoSA?e=JdXcUr
https://therisegolf-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/chad_therisegolf_ca/EeubbnL5CZtPk-tXN2slYkYBRipsU1Ys-G5N1ZbtomJoSA?e=JdXcUr


 
Additional Information  
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